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CONFIRMED ITINERARY ESPECIALLY PREPARED FOR
NEW ZEALAND SCHOOL OF FOOD AND WINE

APRIL 2009
Thursday, 02

ARRIVE CHRISTCHURCH
Upon arrival at Christchurch International Airport you will be met by a representative of Southern Crossings who will hand over your New Zealand documentation and transfer you to your accommodation.
Christchurch – ‘Garden City of New Zealand’. Historic architecture, art galleries, parks, landscaped gardens and the River Avon meandering through the city centre creates a tranquil and charming atmosphere, reminiscent of the cities English heritage.
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7.30pm
Tonight enjoy a welcome dinner at your accommodation - with panoramic views over Hagley Park and the River Avon, Pescatore encapsulates the very essence of Pacific Rim Cuisine, with chic modern atmosphere, understated style and sleek professional service providing the ultimate atmosphere for the perfect dining experience. 

ACCOMMODATION FOR THREE NIGHTS IN SEVEN         DOUBLE/TWIN EXECUTIVE ROOMS INCLUDING BREAKFAST AT:
THE GEORGE HOTEL
CHRISTCHURCH
(Number 62 in the Southern Crossings New Zealand Collection)

Friday, 03

CHRISTCHURCH
This morning enjoy a short stroll to the New Zealand School of Food and Wine.
  9.00am

Introduction to New Zealand cuisine.

10.30am

Introduction to New Zealand wine, including tasting of 6 wines.

12.00noon

Lunch at Hay’s Restaurant.
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1.00pm – 5.00pm
Practical cooking - Greenshell mussels steamed in tomato and saffron broth; seared Pigeon Bay lamb with Windsor Blue, lamb jus, oven baked kumara and seasonal vegetables; pavlova with cream and fresh passionfruit curd.
  6.00pm

Pre-dinner drinks in the bar at Hay’s.

  7.00pm

Dinner – menu prepared earlier in the day.
Saturday, 04

CHRISTCHURCH 


You will be met at your accommodation by your private coach and driver for the journey to Governor’s Bay.

  9.00am
Visit Sir Miles Warren’s Garden ‘Ohinetahi’ incorporating formal herbaceous borders and woodland areas.
10.30am

Visit the Lyttelton Farmers Market.

12.00noon

Lunch.

1.00pm – 5.00pm
Practical cooking using product purchased at the Market – for example, fish from Lyttleton Port; organic beef or chicken; Maori potatoes; seasonal vegetables; local honey dessert.
  6.00pm

Pre-dinner drinks in the bar at Hay’s.

  7.00pm

Dinner – menu prepared earlier in the day.
Sunday, 05

CHRISTCHURCH TO AKAROA

You will be met at your accommodation by your private coach and driver for the journey to Birdling’s Flat.
  9.00am

Eel catching with local Maori.

11.00am

Lunch at The Duvauchelle Bistro by the sea.




Following lunch, travel to Akaroa.

In 1840, French settlers arrived at Akaroa, which had just been claimed under the Treaty of Waitangi by the English. To this day, Akaroa remains unique as the site of the only attempted settlement by the French in New Zealand. Many streets have French names, and there are descendants of the original French families still living in Akaroa. 

  1.00pm

Report at Akaroa Harbour.

1.30pm
Enjoy a cruise on the Akaroa Harbour - the highlight of this trip is undoubtedly the sighting of one of the world's smallest and rarest   dolphins, the Hector's or New Zealand Dolphin. You may also catch glimpses of the White Flippered Blue Penguin, the smallest penguin in the world. There are many different bird species in the Harbour, including five different cormorant species and the chance of sighting the endangered yellow-eyed penguin.  You will also stop at Lucas Bay to look at a salmon farm where thousands of salmon from fingerlings to adult fish are farmed in a series of cages. (Cruise is approximately 2 hours duration).

  4.00pm

Mussel harvesting at Pigeon Bay.
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5.00pm – 7.00pm
Preparation of evening meal at Celia Hay’s farmhouse.




Dinner.
ACCOMMODATION FOR ONE NIGHT IN SEVEN BRUCE APARTMENTS INCLUDING BREAKFAST AT:



AKAROA VILLAGE INN
AKAROA
Monday, 06

AKAROA TO CHRISTCHURCH

You will be met at your accommodation by your private coach and driver for the journey to Pigeon Bay.

9.00am

Laying of Hangi (traditional Maori feast cooked beneath the ground) for lunch – pork; kumara; potatoes; steamed raspberry jam pudding (in a tin).

10.30am

Optional walk at Pigeon Bay Heads.
  1.00pm

Eating of Hangi.
  3.00pm

Return to Christchurch.
This evening is at leisure to enjoy dining at one of the many restaurants in the city.
ACCOMMODATION FOR ONE NIGHT IN SEVEN DOUBLE/TWIN EXECUTIVE ROOMS INCLUDING BREAKFAST AT:
THE GEORGE HOTEL
CHRISTCHURCH
(Number 62 in the Southern Crossings New Zealand Collection)

Tuesday, 07

CHRISTCHURCH TO WAIPARA

9.00am
You will be met at your accommodation by your private coach and driver for the journey to Waipara.
10.30am

Winery tour, tasting and presentation at Daniel Schuster Wines.

12.00noon

Lunch, tasting and presentation at Pegasus Bay Winery.




Following lunch, continue to your accommodation.

Claremont is located on the spectacular Waipara gorge providing many scenic walks through some of the most interesting scenery in Canterbury. 
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This afternoon enjoy a 4WD tour of the property to experience a working New Zealand farm - the 1,600 acre commercial deer and sheep farm with 400 breeding hinds and 2,500 breeding ewes. View the amazing natural rock giant sculpture in the profile of a “Bishops head” and the “Gods Marbles” - these limestone spheres, one metre in diameter are reputed to be more than 50 million years old and are found in the gravel of the Waipara river bank. 

ACCOMMODATION FOR ONE NIGHT IN FOUR DOUBLE/TWIN LODGE SUITES AND TWO X TWO BEDROOM COTTAGES INCLUDING PRE-DINNER DRINKS, DINNER AND BREAKFAST AT:
CLAREMONT COUNTRY ESTATE
WAIPARA

(Number 61in the Southern Crossings New Zealand Collection)

Wednesday, 08

WAIPARA TO CHRISTCHURCH




Morning at leisure to relax at Claremont.
12.00noon
You will be met at your accommodation by your private coach and driver for the journey to Christchurch.

This afternoon is at leisure and we suggest the following optional activities:

· International Antarctic Centre

· Travel the city centre aboard the historic tram

· Stroll through Hagley Park 

· Punt ride on the Avon River

· Historic Mona Vale Homestead and Gardens

· Christchurch Art Gallery and The Arts Centre

· Canterbury Museum and adjacent Botanical Gardens
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ACCOMMODATION FOR ONE NIGHT IN SEVEN DOUBLE/TWIN EXECUTIVE ROOMS INCLUDING BREAKFAST AT:
THE GEORGE HOTEL
CHRISTCHURCH
(Number 62 in the Southern Crossings New Zealand Collection)

Thursday, 09

DEPART CHRISTCHURCH
Today you will be met at your accommodation by your private coach and driver and transferred to Christchurch Airport prior to your onward flight.
Depart Christchurch.

ARRANGEMENTS CONCLUDE

All prices below are per person, based on twin/double share accommodation and vary depending on the final number of passengers on the group.
8 pax
NZD$8,040.00

10 pax
NZD$6,930.00

12 pax
NZD$6,165.00

14 pax
NZD$5,640.00

The pricing includes:

*Private coach transfers and touring as per itinerary

*Accommodation and meals as specified

*Dinner at Pescatore Restaurant

*Cooking lessons as per itinerary

*Akaroa Harbour cruise

*Farm tour and dinner at Claremont Country Estate

*New Zealand Goods and Services Tax at 12.5%

